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One of the Sri Lankan suicide
bombers was previously

arrested by police and then
released, a senior Government
official said on Thursday.

Ilham Ahmed Ibrahim,
one of two sons of a spice
tycoon who blew themselves
up in Sunday’s attacks, deto-
nated a device at the Cinnamon
Grand hotel in Colombo on
Easter Sunday, the official 
told CNN.

“It was the suicide bomber
of the Cinnamon Grand bomb
attack who was released earli-
er,” the official said.

Ilham Ahmed Ibrahim and
his brother Imsath Ahmed
Ibrahim were previously iden-
tified as two of the suicide
bombers in Sunday’s attacks
which left at least 359 
people dead.

Police have confirmed to
CNN that they are holding the
brothers’ father, Mohamed
Yusuf Ibrahim, a wealthy spice
trader, on suspicion of aiding
and abetting his sons.

Sri Lankan authorities have
blamed a local Muslim group
for the bloodbath although the
Islamic State has claimed
responsibility for the suicide
bombings. 
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The Sri Lankan authorities on
Thursday intensified their

raids with the help of the army
and arrested 16 more suspects
in connection with the country’s
worst terror attack on Easter
Sunday that killed nearly 360
people and left over 500 injured.

The arrested people were
being interrogated at length by
the investigation sleuths in con-
nection with the bombings.

Nine suicide bombers,
believed to be the members of
a local Islamist extremist group
National Thowheed Jamath
(NTJ), carried out a series of
devastating blasts that tore
through three churches and
three luxury hotels.

Officials said with the
arrest of 16 more people on
Wednesday, the total number
of suspects under police cus-
tody has risen to 76.

Many of the arrested peo-
ple have suspected links to the
NTJ, the group blamed for the
bombings. However, the NTJ
has not claimed responsibility
for the attacks.

ISIS has claimed responsi-
bility for the attacks and iden-
tified suicide bombers who car-
ried out the devastating blasts.
Authorities have deployed thou-
sands of troops to help police
carry out search operations.

Over 5,000 Army person-
nel have been deployed around
the country. “During the last 24
hours, there have been no
major incidents. We have
deployed over 6,300 troops.
This includes 1,000 from the
Airforce and 600 from the
Navy,” military spokesman
Brigadier Sumith Atapattu said.

Meanwhile, a minor explo-
sion happened behind the mag-
istrate’s court at Pugoda, the
western province town, 40 Kms
north of Colombo. There was
no immediate report of any
casualty. Police said that the
explosion occurred in a garbage
dump and that there were no
injuries. A probe has been
launched to ascertain the cause.

Search operations of sus-
pected properties, arrests and
detention of people and to
place road blocks for such
operations have been facilitat-

ed by the newly-enforced
emergency regulations.

The regulations were
adopted without a vote in
Parliament on Wednesday. The
curfew which was imposed at
10 pm  on Wednesday was lift-
ed at 4 am on Thursday.

President Maithripala
Sirisena has convened an all-
party meeting. He would meet
religious leaders. Both parleys
are to discuss the attacks
dubbed as among the five
deadliest terrorist attacks car-
ried out since the 9/11 in the
US. Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith,
the head of the local catholic
church, has asked all churches
to stop masses until the situa-
tion improved, his office said.

On Wednesday, the Sri
Lankan Government had
admitted that “major”
Intelligence lapses led to the
horrific coordinated attacks.
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Colombo: Sri Lanka’s Defence
Secretary Hemasiri Fernando
resigned from his post on
Thursday, days after a series of
devastating suicide attacks that
tore through three churches
and three luxury hotels on
Easter Sunday.

President Maithripala
Sirisena had asked Defence
Secretary Fernando and
Inspector General of Police
Pujith Jayasundara to quit after
their failure to prevent the
blasts despite having prior
Intelligence.

Fernando handed over his
resignation letter on Thursday
on a request made by President
Sirisena, Colombo Gazette
reported.

Nine suicide bombers,
believed to be members of
local Islamist extremist group
called National Thowheed
Jamath (NTJ), carried out the
devastating blasts that killed
359 people and wounded more
than 500 others. PTI 
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Hundreds of Muslim
refugees in western Sri

Lanka have taken refuge in
mosques and a police station
after facing intimidation fol-
lowing the deadly Easter bomb-
ings, activists said on Thursday.

At least 359 people died in
Sunday’s coordinated suicide
blasts, including more than 100
Christians attending mass at St

Sebastian’s church in Negombo
on the island’s west coast. The
attacks have been condemned by
leaders of the country’s Muslim
minority, but the community has
been left in fear of a backlash.

Scores of Ahmadi Muslims
who settled in Negombo after
fleeing persecution  in their
home countries have been
thrown out of their accommo-
dation by landlords, according
to officials. “Today these

refugees have become refugees
again in Sri Lanka. They have
been displaced for a second
time,” Ruki Fernando of
Inform, a Sri Lankan human
rights group, told reporters.

The refugees are from
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Yemen
and Iran. Ahmadis  have faced
repeated attacks in these coun-
tries by hardline Islamist
groups who do not consider
them to be Muslim.
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Thursday
cast doubt on Joe Biden’s men-
tal capacity for a successful pri-
mary campaign as the sea-
soned Democrat became the
latest to join the 2020 race for
the White House.

Washington: Former Vice-
President Joe Biden formally
joined the crowded Democratic
presidential contest on
Thursday, declaring the soul of
the nation at stake if President
Donald Trump wins re-election.

In a video posted on
Twitter, Biden focused on the
2017 deadly clash between
white supremacists and counter
protesters in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Biden noted Trump’s
comments that there were
some “very fine people” on
both sides of the violent
encounter, which left one
woman dead.

“We are in the battle for the
soul of this nation,” Biden said.
“If we give Donald Trump
eight years in the White House,
he will forever and fundamen-
tally alter the character of this
nation — who we are. And I
cannot stand by and watch that
happen.” The 76-year-old
Biden becomes an instant
front-runner alongside
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders,
who is leading many polls and
has proved to be a successful
fundraiser. A m o n g
Democrats, Biden has
unmatched international and
legislative experience, and he is
among the best-known faces in
US politics. He quickly racked
up endorsements on Thursday
morning, becoming the first
Democrat running for presi-
dent with the backing of more
than one US senator.

Still, Biden must compete
in a field that now spans at least
20 Democrats and has been
celebrated for its racial and gen-
der diversity. AP
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