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tenders & Notices

 in brief 

UK Labour leader 
lasts bid to oust 
him over Brexit
London: An attempt to 
oust the deputy leader of  
Britain’s main opposition 
Labour Party over his 
stance on Brexit, where 
he backs a second refer-
endum before a parlia-
mentary election, unlike 
leader Jeremy Corbyn, 
was dropped on Saturday. 
Citing disloyalty over 
Brexit at a meeting of  La-
bour’s National Execu-
tive Committee on Fri-
day, Jon Lansman, the 
founder of  the left-wing 
grassroots movement 
Momentum, proposed a 
motion to abolish the 
deputy’s post.

HK marchers protest 
after ‘Lennon Wall’ 
graffiti torn down
Hong Kong: Thousands 
of  Hong Kong pro-
protesters were on the 
march under a sweltering 
sun on Saturday after pro-
China groups pulled 
down some of  the 
“Lennon Walls” of  anti-
government protest 
messages in the Chinese-
ruled city. Police warned 
they would fire tear gas 
on the marchers heading 
for the government 
offices of  Tuen Mun town 
where some set fire to a 
Chinese flag on the 
ground. 

Malta brings migrants 
from Ocean Viking
La Valletta: A group of  
265 migrants were 
brought to Malta on 
Saturday, including 36 
from the rescue ship 
Ocean Viking, but the 
operators of  the ship 
complained that more 
than 180 other migrants 
on board had been 
refused disembarkation 
by the island. Maltese 
armed forces said 229 
migrants were rescued 
from three boats in 
Malta’s search and 
rescue zone.  Agencies
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But the Rs 1.45 lakh crore that 
the government will forgo on 
revenue due to the tax rate 
cut may lead to fiscal slip-
page, several economists 
said.

Weak consumption has 
been a major drag on growth 
and this could see some up-
tick in the second half  of  the 
financial year. “Automobiles, 
banks, consumer staples and 
global commodity sectors are 
going to see large earnings 
upgrades. India will become 
more competitive versus oth-
er emerging markets,” Kotak 
Institutional securities said.

With this reduction, India 
is now among the lowest level 
of  corporate tax among devel-
oping and emerging econo-
mies. Brazil, South Africa 
and China now have more 
corporate tax rate than India. 
In India, there is scope for the 
States (housing the SEZs) to 

further take steps to grant 
exemptions and incentives to 
companies willing to estab-
lish their shop floors in India.

“Greater transmission of  
interest rate cuts, accommo-
dative monetary policy, and a 
normal monsoon are likely to 
support demand. Overall, we 
expect the second half  of  this 
fiscal to look better with GDP 
growth likely to be between 
6.5%-7% in H2 2019-20, said 
Abheek Barua, chief  econo-
mist at HDFC Bank.

Tax savings may be redi-
rected in varied ways. A por-
tion of  it may be passed on to 
the customers by way of  low-
er pricing while another part 
may reach investors in form 
of  higher dividend payout, 
which could also increase the 
purchasing power of  the 
small investors and stimulate 
demand, said SBI, which con-
trols one quarter of  the bank 
credit in the country.

Tax move to create 
investible surplus...
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A senior Sena minister, who 
did not want to be identified, 
said, “The alliance will take 
place keeping the state’s inter-
est on top. The BJP has sent out 
a message that Shah will not 
meet our party president on 
Sunday, but the formal an-
nouncement on seat sharing 
will be made on September 29.’’ 

He hinted that the BJP will 
simply hand over a list of  seats 
in Sena’s quota without any 
meeting between Shah and 
Thackeray. 

Chief  Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis has expressed confi-
dence that talks are progress-
ing amicably between the BJP 
and Sena. He has said that the 
two parties would contest the 
assembly polls together. Echo-
ing Fadnavis, Sena MP Sanjay 
Raut has said that the BJP-
Sena alliance will celebrate 
Diwali on October 24, the date 
of  the results.

Shah won’t 
meet Uddhav 
today due to...
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Foetus B thrived and after one 
more cervical stitch, pregnan-
cy continued till 25 weeks and 
6 days. On July 5, Shakti was 
born prematurely, weighing 
840 grams and was shifted to 
NICU (Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit)

Shakti now weighs 1.7 kg. 
“During her stay in the hospi-
tal, Priti was taught ‘kangaroo 
care’ to nurture the infant in 
the first few days after stabili-
zation. In this, the baby is kept 
on the mother’s chest for skin-
to-skin contact,” said Dr Vij.

“The baby is healthy and 
gaining weight,” said the ebul-
lient father. “Both mother and 
baby are thriving.”

“My baby and I have been 
given a new lease of  life,” said 
the 36-year-old mother. “My 
baby narrowly escaped death, 
and we will now be able to live 
life the way we have always 
dreamed of.”

Kharghar doc 
removes dead 
twin to help...

Washington: US President 
Donald Trump on Friday 
approved sending Ameri-
can troops to bolster Saudi 
Arabia’s air and missile de-
fences after the largest-ever 
attack on the kingdom’s oil 
facilities, which Washing-
ton has squarely blamed on 
Iran.

The Pentagon said the de-
ployment would involve a 
moderate number of  troops - 
not numbering thousands - 
and would be primarily de-
fensive in nature. It also de-
tailed plans to expedite deliv-
ery of  military equipment to 
both Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates.

Pentagon was considering 
sending anti-missile batter-
ies, drones and more fighter 
jets. US is also considering 
keeping an aircraft carrier in 
the region indefinitely.

“In response to the king-
dom’s request, the president 
has approved the deployment 
of  US forces, which will be 
defensive in nature and pri-
marily focused on air and 
missile defence,” US Defence 
Secretary Mark Esper said at 
a news briefing.

“We will also work to ac-
celerate the delivery of  mili-
tary equipment to the king-
dom of  Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE to enhance their ability 
to defend themselves.”

The Pentagon’s late Friday 
announcement appeared to 
close the door to any immi-
nent decision to wage retali-
atory strikes against Iran 
following the attack, which 
rattled global markets and 
exposed major gaps in Saudi 
Arabia’s air defences.

Trump said earlier on Fri-
day that he believed his mili-
tary restraint so far showed 
“strength,” as he instead im-
posed another round of  eco-
nomic sanctions on Tehran.

“Because the easiest thing 
I could do, ‘Okay, go ahead. 
Knock out 15 different major 
things in Iran.’ ... But I’m not 
looking to do that if  I can,” 
Trump said at the White 
House.

But the deployment could 
further aggravate Iran, 
which has responded to pre-
vious US troop deployments 
this year with apprehension. 
It denies responsibility for 
the attack on Saudi Arabia.

� Agencies

US  to send troops 
to bolster Saudi 
defence after attack

Iran: Will destroy 
any aggressor
Tehran: Iran will pursue 
any aggressor, even it 
carries out a limited at-
tack, and seek to destroy 
it, the head of  the elite 
Revolutionary Guards 
said on Saturday, after at-
tacks on Saudi oil sites 
which Riyadh and US of-
ficials blamed on Tehran.

“Be careful, a limited 
aggression will not re-
main limited. We will 
pursue any aggressor,” 
the head of  the Guards, 
Major General Hossein 
Salami, said. “We are af-
ter punishment and we 
will continue until the 
full destruction of  any 
aggressor.”

� Agencies

Washington: US President 
Donald Trump will tout US 
leadership and a collective ap-
proach to challenges while at 
the United Nations next week, 
said a senior administration 
official on Friday, as Washing-
ton seeks to use the gathering 
of  world leaders to build sup-
port to take on Iran and call 
out China over rights abuses.

While Trump has ques-
tioned the value of  the United 
Nations and scorned the im-
portance of  multilateralism 
as he focuses on an “America 
First” agenda, he will return 
for a third time to push reli-
gious freedom on Monday, ad-
dress the General Assembly 
on Tuesday and discuss Ven-
ezuela on Wednesday.

“Obviously our overarch-
ing concern with Iran’s esca-
latory violence is going to be 
a theme,” the official said, 
speaking on condition of  ano-

nymity. US and its ally Saudi 
Arabia blame Iran for an at-
tack last Saturday on the 
world’s biggest crude oil pro-
cessing facility and have said 
they will present evidence to 
back that up. Iran denies in-
volvement in the attack. 

Trump said he is consider-

ing how to respond and that 
military action is an option. 
The United States on Friday 
imposed another round of  
sanctions on Tehran.

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani is due to address the 
UN on Wednesday. Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei has said Iran 
would never hold one-on-one 
talks with the US but could 
engage in multilateral discus-
sions if  Washington returns 
to the 2015 nuclear pact.

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres has made cli-
mate action his priority with 

a summit dedicated to tack-
ling the crisis on Monday. But 

While it is not clear if  
Trump or Pence will make 
reference to any specific situ-
ations, US Deputy Secretary 
of  State John Sullivan will 
host a separate event on Tues-
day on the “human rights cri-
sis in Xinjiang” in China, 
diplomats said.

UN says at least 1 million 
ethnic Uighurs and other 
Muslims have been detained 
in Xinjiang. Beijing describes 
complexes in Xinjiang as “vo-
cational training centers” 
helping to stamp out extrem-
ism and give people new 
skills.

“We know that some coun-
try is trying to make a fuss on 
issues relating to China, in-
cluding the situation in Xinji-
ang,” China’s UN Ambassa-
dor Zhang Jun said on Friday.

� Agencies

Trump to tout power at UN meet
US seeks to tackle crisis with Iran and call out China over rights abuses at the gathering

US President Donald Trump said he focuses on an “America First” agenda

�� The United States on 
Friday imposed another 
round of sanctions on 
Tehran

�� US President 
Donald Trump said he 
is considering how to 
respond and that military 
action is an option

�� Iran’s leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei has said 
Iran would never hold 
one-on-one talks with US
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On its part, the BJP plans to 
break the Congress monopo-
ly in Mumbadevi, Malad 
(west) and Dharavi. It will 
also press all its machinery to 
wrest Byculla from AIMIM. 
Mumbai BJP general secre-
tary (organisation) Sunil 
Karjatkar said, ‘’The imple-
mentation of  multi-crore 
transport infrastructure pro-
jects and a slew of  initiatives 
taken by our government to 
boost construction of  afford-
able homes and good grip on 
law and order will be our 

main poll plank.’’ 
On the other hand, the 

Congress and NCP are strug-
gling to keep together their 
flock of  demoralised party 
workers after their crushing 
defeat in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. On top of  that, the two 
parties have seen large-scale 
defections to the BJP in the 
recent past, with the NCP be-
ing the worst hit.

Sanjay Nirupam, former 
president of  Congress’ state 
unit, said they will focus on 
about 15 seats. The party 
plans to field former minis-

ters, former and sitting legis-
lators and veterans in these 
constituencies. “The BJP-led 
government’s mismanage-
ment in infrastructure devel-
opment, and the BMC’s ne-
glect towards better ameni-
ties will be aggressively tak-
en up during the campaign,” 
said Nirupam.

NCP legislator Vidya 
Chavan bad roads and delay 
in implementation of  the De-
velopment are among their 
key poll issues. “NCP will 
contest all 7 seats from its 
quota.”

Battle for Mumbai begins
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“It must be balanced against 
the compelling state interest 
of  protecting the woman’s 
health and the life of  the foe-
tus/unborn child”.

According to Government 
estimates, unsafe abortions 
contribute to 8 per cent of  ma-

ternal mortality in India which 
was last recorded as 130 per 
1,00,000 live births. About in-
fant mortality figures, the affi-
davit states “there has been an 
alarming fall in the sex ratio at 
birth”. What were 900 females 
per 1,000 males in 2013-15 has 
come down to 896 in 2014-16.

Even without legal amend-
ments, Supreme Court’s inter-
vention from time to time has 
led the Centre to set up perma-
nent medical boards in pre-
mier medical institutes that 
take up request for abortion 
beyond 20 weeks on a case-to-
case basis.

‘Abortion post 20 weeks not only...’


