
New delhi: The Indian
Army has ordered body pro-
tective suits and batons for
forward troops deployed
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh, the focus of current
tensions with China, to pro-
tect them from assaults by
Chinese troops, two officers
familiar with the develop-
ment said on Friday.

The Chinese troops have
been using stones, iron rods
and nail-studded clubs to
inflict serious injuries dur-
ing border brawls. Twenty
Indian soldiers, including a
colonel, were killed in a
seven-hour brawl in Galwan
Valley on Monday night.
The order for the suits –
essentially light-weight riot

gear – was placed with a
Mumbai-based firm last
month after scores of Indian
soldiers, including a
colonel, were injured in a
clash with Chinese troops
on the northern bank on
Pangong Lake on the night
of May 5-6, said one of the

two officials cited above.
Indian and Chinese soldiers
have been caught in a tense
confrontation along the dis-
puted border since rival
patrols clashed near
Pangong Lake last month.

The soldiers along the
LAC will get 500 sets of
protective suits soon in the
first instalment, said the
second officer. 

The army has ordered a
total of around 2,000 sets of
protective suits and batons,
he said. 

The tensions escalated
significantly after the brutal
clash between Indian and
Chinese troops in Galwan
Valley on June 15. Both
sides suffered casualties. 

New delhi: Amid the
Indo-China border
standoff, the Ram
Mandir trust has put on
hold its plan to begin the
construction of the
temple in Ayodhya.

In an official
communique, the trust
said that the situation at
the India-China border
is “serious” and
defending the country is
“most important”. The
decision comes days
after a violent face-off
between Indian and
Chinese troops in the
Galwan Valley in
Ladakh left 20 Indian
Army personnel dead.

Expressing concern
over the killing of
Indian soldiers, the trust
which has been charged
with the construction of
the temple after the
historic Supreme Court
verdict last year, said a

new date will be decided
soon. “The decision to
begin construction (of
temple) will be taken
according to the
situation in the country
and will be announced
officially,” Anil Mishra,
member of the trust 

The trust also paid
tributes to the soldiers.
Meanwhile, different

Hindu organisations
staged protests against
China in Ayodhya.

While Hindu
Mahasabha activists
burned the Chinese flag,
activists of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP)
burned the effigy of
Chinese President Xi
Jinping and smashed
Chinese-made products.
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Ladakh face-off: Troops deployed on
LAC to get body protection suits, batons

New delhi: Small magnitude
earthquakes in Delhi-NCR
region do not indicate a
bigger temblor is coming, the
Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology said on Friday.

The Dehradun-based
autonomous research
institute under the Union
science and technology
ministry clarified that the
vulnerability of a region can
be understood from past
seismicity, calculation of
strain and mapping of active
faults. Delhi-NCR is in the
second highest seismic
hazard zone or Zone IV.

Sometimes a vulnerable
zone remains quiet,
experiences small magnitude
earthquakes that do not

indicate any bigger
earthquake, or can receive a
sudden jolt by a big
earthquake without any call,
the institute said in a
statement. HThad reported
on June 4 that Delhi-NCR
witnessed at least 14

earthquakes in around two
months (March 24 to June 3).
A 3- magnitude earthquake
was recorded near Gautam
Budh Nagar on Wednesday
night, according to data from

the National Center for
Seismology. 

All earthquakes in the past
two months have been mild
with only two above 3.5
magnitude. On May 29,
Rohtak recorded an
earthquake of 4.6 magnitude.
There have been several
more mild quakes in June.
The statement from Wadia
Institute said: “The recent
events cannot be defined as
the ‘foreshocks’.

If a big earthquake takes
place in a region, all smaller
events that occurred in the
immediate past at that region
are categorised as the
foreshocks. 

Delhi-NCR: Small magnitude earthquakes do not indi-
cate a bigger one is coming, says Wadia Institute
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People wade through a water-logged street in the Lohanipur area, after 
heavy rains in Patna.

RPI activists burn an effigy of Chinese President as they stage a protest against
over the killing of 20 Indian Army soldiers in clashes with Chinese army

troops, at Dashier in Mumbai.

People wait to be tested for COVID-19 at Swami
Parmanand Prakritik Chikitsalaya Yoga & Anusandhan
Kendra, in east Delhi, In a bid to ramp up coronavirus
testing, Delhi government started rapid antigen tests.

Airport-like boarding passes for entry to
railway station, trains in UP’s Prayagraj

New delhi: In a first, North
Central Railway has introduced
airport like boarding facility at
Prayagraj Railway station in
order to implement contactless
ticket checking, a senior
Railway official said on Friday.

Ajit Kumar Singh, CPRO,
North Central Railway, passen-
gers arriving at junction station
are first taken to a boarding hall
with four new check-in counters.
These counters are fully contact-
less keeping in view the safety
of our esteemed passengers due
to Covid crisis. For scanning
ticket and passenger identity
particulars, a webcam on the
passenger side has been provid-
ed which is connected to com-
puter available with ticket
checking staff. For communica-
tion between passenger and tick-
et checking staff microphone
and speakers are provided on
both sides physically separated
through glass partition wall of

the counter.
This technology not only

ensures contactless ticket check-
ing to safeguard passengers and
railway staff but also helps in
identifying vacant berths in a
train which are then relayed to

next station for better availabili-
ty of berth to passengers.

Thermal scanning process is
also being integrated to this sys-
tem to make it comprehensive
and single checkpoint for pas-
senger for entry in the station.

Besides these standard arrange-
ments, innovative concepts are
also being tried out for efficient
handling of passengers with
proper social distancing and
minimal physical contact. One
such system for automatic QR
code based ticket scanning has
already been implemented at
Prayagraj Junction station of
North Central Railway since
June 1.Railways also said that
30 AC special trains from May
12 and 200 special trains from
June 1 have been started of
which 26 AC special and 100
other special trains have stop-
page at different stations over
NCR including 2 originating
specials between Prayagraj-New
Delhi and Kanpur-New Delhi. In
wake of the Covid-19 elaborate
social distancing and hygiene
arrangements have been made at
all stations handling these trains
and originating trains of North
Central Railway.

Indo-China border standoff: Plan to start con-
struction of Ram Temple in Ayodhya suspended

Assam: Covid-19 patient dies from head
injuries while trying to flee quarantine

New delhi: A man (40) has
died in Assam due to head
injuries sustained while
trying to flee from a quar-
antine centre after he came
to know that he has tested
coronavirus disease
(Covid-19) positive.

The deceased, who had
recently returned from
Odisha, where he was
working, amid the easing
of nationwide lockdown
restrictions, was quaran-
tined at a makeshift facility
in a school near his native
village in Bongaigaon dis-
trict. “The deceased and
another person tested
Covid-19 positive on
Tuesday. He was informed
about it and an ambulance
was sent to transfer both

these patients to a hospi-
tal,” said MS Lakshmi
Priya, deputy commission-
er (DC), Bongaigaon.

“When the ambulance
reached the quarantine cen-
tre, the other person board-
ed the vehicle. But the
man, who had recently
returned from Odisha, gave
an excuse that he would
need to collect some of his
stuff from the quarantine
centre. He tried to scale a
wall of the centre in a bid

to escape. Unfortunately,
he slipped and sustained
severe head injuries,” the
DC added.

He was immediately
shifted to the medical col-
lege hospital in neighbour-
ing Barpeta district, where
he was admitted to the
intensive care unit (ICU).
He died on Thursday.
“Even though he had test-
ed Covid-19 positive, he
didn’t die due to symp-
toms related to the viral
outbreak. His death won’t
be counted as a Covid-19
fatality,” the DC said.
“This is an unfortunate
incident and the deceased
would definitely have
recovered from the viral
disease within a few days.

We’ve no idea why he
took such an extreme step.
We’re taking extra care of
all those who are under
institutional quarantine in
the district,” she added.

His last rites were per-
formed at his native vil-
lage in Bongaigaon dis-
trict on Thursday, as per
the central government’s
strict guidelines of dispos-
ing of bodies of Covid-19
patients. Bongaigaon dis-
trict has recorded 65
Covid-19 positive cases
until Thursday. Around
7,000 people working in
other states have returned
to the district in the past
45 days since the ban on
inter-state movement was
lifted.

Thermal scanning process is also being integrated to
this system to make it comprehensive and single check-
point for passenger for entry in the station.

The decision comes days after a violent face-off
between Indian and Chinese troops in the

Galwan Valley in Ladakh left 20 Indian Army
personnel dead.


