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GOGOI’S FINAL JOURNEY
Thefuneralprocessionof formerAssamchiefministerTarunGogoi inGuwahati.Gogoi,86,
diedMondayat theGauhatiMedicalCollegeHospital. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
KOCHI, NOVEMBER24

THE CUSTOMS on Tuesday for-
mally arrested suspended IAS
officerMSivasankar in connec-
tion with the gold smuggling
case, a day after a special court
for PMLA cases granted it per-
mission to arrest Sivasankar,
who is currently in judicial cus-
tody

A team of officials from the
Customs (Preventive)
Commissionerate reached the
jail where he is lodged and
recordedhisarrest,sourcessaid.

Sivasankar, formerprincipal
secretary to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, is presently
lodged in a jail here after being
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate probing themoney
trail in thegoldsmugglingcase.

Soon after recording his ar-
rest, theCustomsfiledapleabe-
foretheAdditionalChief Judicial
Magistrate (Economic
Offences), Ernakulam, seeking
departmental custody of
Sivasankar.

Intheremandreport filedin
the court, the Customs claimed
that thekeyaccused in thegold
smugglingcase,SwapnaSuresh,
has revealed that Sivasankar
was in the know and has also
abettedthesmugglingactivities.

The Customs said Suresh
madethisclaimduringherinter-
rogation at the Attakkulangara
Vanitha jail in
Thiruvananthapuram on
November 18. The IAS officer
wassuspendedafterhis linksto
Suresh, a former employee of
the consulate, surfaced.

In an affidavit filed in the
courtseeking10-daycustodyof
Sivasankar, the Customs said
further investigation is war-
ranted to identify whether any
morepersonsareinvolvedinthe
smugglingofhugequantitiesof
gold into India,which is a grave
threat to the economy and na-
tional security.

It said interrogation of
Sivasankarisrequiredtoacquire
clarityastothemodusoperandi
and details of the accomplices
behind the smuggling activity
without delay and is most es-
sential for further progress of
the investigation.

OnMonday, theCustoms, in
itsprayerbeforethespecialcourt
forPMLAcases seekingpermis-
sion to arrest Sivasankar, had
submitted that during the
course of investigation, it was
able to get direct incriminating
materialagainsttheofficerofhis
involvement in the gold smug-
gling.

The Customs said it has ar-
restedaround15people, includ-
ing prime accused Swapna
Suresh, Sarith PS and Sandeep
Nair, in connection with the
seizure of 30 kg smuggled gold
illicitly imported as diplomatic
baggage of UAE consulate in
Thiruvananthapuramon July5.

Theagencyhasclaimedthat
it has now come to light that
Sivasankar, who has been ar-
rayedasfifthaccusedinthecase
registered by the ED, is also in-
volved in the issue.

The move by the Customs
came days after Sivasankar
moved the Kerala High Court
seekingbail in theEDcaseafter
thespecialcourtforPMLAcases
hererejectedhisapplicationfor
regularbail onNovember17.

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA), the ED and the
Customs are conducting sepa-
rate investigations into the
racket thatwasbustedwith the
seizureof goldon July5.
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TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
91,77,840
TESTS: 13,36,82,275 | DOUBLING RATE: 149.49**

RECOVERED:86,04,955
DEATHS: 1,34,218

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last 7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

DataasonNovember23, releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealth, ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbers
includedatafrompreviousdays.Assuch, trendsbasedondailynumbersare indicative,notdefinitive

CASE FATALITY RATIO

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress
in averting deaths

Positives against
number tested

(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more

recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak
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PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER24

NATIONAL CONFERENCE (NC)
president Farooq Abdullah on
Tuesdayappealedtothepeopleof
JammuandKashmir to vote for
the candidates of the People's
Alliance forGupkarDeclaration
(PAGD) in the District
DevelopmentCouncil(DDC)polls
beginningonSaturday.

In a video released by the
PAGD, Abdullah, who is under
self-isolation after amember of
hishouseholdstafftestedpositive
forCOVID-19,urgedthepeopleto

ensure thevictoryof thealliance
candidates by hugemargins so
that it succeeds in its aim of
restorationofthespecialstatusof
JammuandKashmirwhichwas
revokedby theCentre inAugust
last year. “My countrymen, the
electionbuglehasbeensounded.
Iappealtoyoutovoteonlyforthe
alliance candidates. The others,
who are saying they are also al-
liancecandidates,arenotoftheal-
liance,butitsenemies,”Abdullah,
who is also the president of the
PAGD,said. “Ifwehavetosucceed,
thenyoushouldvoteonlyforthe
alliance.Thisalliancewasformed
torestoreouridentity,restorethe

statehood and thatwhichwas
takenawayfromus--theArticles
370and35-A.Wehavecometo-
gether to keep this stateunited,”
hesaid.

The PAGDhas announced a
seat-sharing arrangement be-
tween the constituent parties
whicharecontestingthepollson
theirrespectivesymbols.“So,Iap-
pealtoyounottovoteforanyone
else andcomeout in largenum-
berstovoteforthealliancecandi-
dates.Iappealtoyoutoensurethe
victoryof thealliancecandidates
byhugemargins. I hopeyouwill
payheedtoourappeal,”Abdullah
said.

J&K DDC polls: Came together
to keep state united, says Farooq

RAJIVGANDHIASSASSINATION

Stalin meets Governor
Purohit for immediate
release of convicts
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER24

UPAALLYANDDMK leaderMK
StalinmetTamilNaduGovernor
Banwarilal Purohit Tuesdayand
soughttheimmediaterelease“on
humanitarian grounds” of the
sevenpeople sentenced to life in
theassassinationof formerPrime
MinisterRajivGandhiin1991.

Adecisionby theTamilNadu
government to release the seven
lifeconvictsofRajivGandhicase,
whohaveservednearly30years
of rigorous imprisonment, is
pending for approval before the
GovernorsinceSeptember2018.

TheDMK'smove comes four
days after the Centre told the
SupremeCourt that the CBI has
nothing todowith apetition for
remissionofsentencefiledbyone
of the accused, AG Perarivalan.
Thepleawasanissuebetweenthe
petitioner and the office of the
Governor, itsaid.

Perarivalanwas 19whenhe
wasarrestedinJune1991and ac-
cusedof havingbought twobat-
tery cells for Sivarasan, the LTTE
memberwhomastermindedthe
a s s a s s i n a t i o n .

Speaking to reporters, Stalin
said:“Yetagain,wehaveaskedthe
Governortotakethedecisionim-
mediately... Perarivalan’smother
ArputhamAmmalhasbeenfight-
ing for justice formore than 29
years.Wehaveexplainedallthese
factors to the Governor. The

Governorrepliedthathewilltake
anappropriatedecisionsoon.”

“Wehavedemandedthatthe
Governor release all the seven
convicts on humanitarian
grounds, for having spent about
30yearsinprison,”Stalinsaid.

TheDMKdelegation,which
includedMPDayanidhiMaran,
alsosubmittedaletterstatingthat
thepartyhadbeencontinuously
demanding the release of the
seven convicts --Nalini Sriharan
and her husband Murugan,
Santhan,Jayakumar,RobertPayas
and PRavichandran, apart from
Perarivalan.

Perarivalan, from Jolarpettai
nearVellore,Nalini,fromChennai,
andRavichandran,fromMadurai,
are Indian citizenswhile the rest
areSriLankannationals.

It was the petition filed by
Perarivalan in December 2015
that reviveddemands for the re-
leaseoftheconvicts.InSeptember
2018,theSupremeCourtdirected
theGovernortodecideonthepar-
don plea as he “deemed fit”.
Withinthreedays,theTamilNadu
Cabinet recommended the re-
leaseofalltheseven.

WhenPerarivalan’spleacame
upthismonth,theSupremeCourt
frownedupon theCentre’s sub-
mission that theprobeby aCBI-
led team into the assassination
wasstillon.Notingthattheinves-
tigationwasaboutthe“largercon-
spiracy”, the court said: “It is not
for them [people already con-
victed].”

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
CHENNAI, NOVEMBER24

THE DEEP depression over Bay
of Bengal intensified into a cy-
clone and is likely to cross the
coast between Tamil Nadu and
Puducherryasaseverestormon
Wednesday.

The official machinery has
been put on high alert in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry and ex-
tensiveprecautionarymeasures,
including evacuation of people
from vulnerable areas, taken,
thegovernments said.

The cyclone, christened
‘Nivar’, was very likely to cross
the coast between Karaikal in
PuducherryandMamallapuram
on Wednesday late
evening as a severe cyclonic
stormwithawindspeedof100-
110 km per hour, the
MeT department said on
Tuesday.

Deep depression
off TN intensifies
into cyclonic
storm, to cross
coast today

Abdullahs seized land for
offices, house: J&K probe
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,NOVEMBER24

THE J&K administration on
Tuesday claimed that National
Conference leaders and former
chiefministersFarooqandOmar
Abdullahareamongencroachers
of state land, saying their resi-
denceinJammuwasbuiltonille-
gallypossessedland.Theadmin-
istration also included Farooq
Abdullah’s sister SuraiyaMatto,
NCofficesinJammuandSrinagar,
and a Trust once owned by the
Congress in its fresh list of illegal
beneficiariesof theRoshniAct.

Accordingtothelistpublished
by the administration, the
Abdullahs had allegedly en-
croachedonsevenkanalsof land
in Sunjwan village in Jammu's
Bahu tehsil to build their resi-
dence.

Theirnamesarepartofalistof
encroached land “other than
Roshni”,wherethelandis“phys-
ically encroachedbutnot shown
in revenue records”. The list of
“encroachers” alsohasnamesof
businessmanMushtaqChayaand
AshfaqMir,whohasbeenidenti-
fied as the sonof J&KHighCourt

judge Justice (retd) Ali
MohammedMir.

Denying the allegations, the
National ConferenceonTuesday
said, "The news attributed to
sources thatDr FarooqAbdullah
isabeneficiaryof theRoshniAct
is completely false and is being
spreadwithmalicious intent.Dr
FarooqAbdullah has not availed
of the Roshni scheme for either
his residence in Srinagar or in
Jammu and anyone who says
otherwiseis lying."

Inthelistof illegalbeneficiar-
iesof theRoshniActare thetwin
officesoftheNationalConference
inJammuandKashmir.According
to the list, Sher-e-Kashmir
Bhawan of the National
ConferenceinJammuhad3kanal
and16marla of land,whichwas
regularised under the Act.
Similarly,inSrinagar,thepartygot
3kanaland16marlaoflandinthe
nameofNawai-SubahTrust.

Thenamesarepartof a listof
closeto2,000namesofbenefici-
ariesof theRoshniAct,andother
encroachers of state and forest
land,publishedbytheUTadmin-
istration.

So far, 167names inKashmir
and1,781names in Jammuhave
beenpublishedby the adminis-
tration. Sources saidmore lists
maybepublished indue course
to abide by thedirections of the
J&KHighCourt,whichhadcalled
the Act “unconstitutional” in
October this year ordering a CBI
enquiryandaskingtheUTadmin-
istration to publish names of all
encroachers.

According to investigations
carriedoutbytheadministration,
the Abdullahs allegedly bought
three kanals fromdifferent land
owners in village Sunjwan.
However, theAbdullahs, instead
of takingpossessionof the three
kanals of this private land, al-
legedlyencroachedonmorethan
seven kanals of a nearby prime
stateandforestland.

“Themarket value of the en-
croached land is around Rs. 10
crore,ifwecalculateasperpreva-
lent land valuation,” a J&K
official said.

Farooq,
Omarsaidto
havetaken
over land in
Jammu

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT,NOVEMBER24

ALEOPARDsightedontheperiph-
ery of amultinational company,
locatedabout500metres froma
township atHazira, in Surat city,
hastriggeredpanicevenasforest
departmenthasuppedefforts to
rescuetheanimal.

Threecages,equippedwith10
night-visionsurveillancecameras
andbaits, besidesmotion-detec-
torcamerashavebeeninstalledin
theareatorescuetheanimalthat
haslikelytohavestrayedintothe
humanhabitat from thenearby
VansdaNationalparkinDang,for-
estofficialssaid.

Twomore cages are likely to
be put up in the area on
Wednesday, Surat Deputy
Conservator of Forests (DCF)
PuneetNayyar said on Tuesday.
“The leopardwas first caught on
closed circuit television (CCTV)
camerasinstalledonthepremises
of the AM/NS Company on
Saturday. Itwas again caught by
the cameras installedby the for-
estdepartmentnearthecagesthe
next day. It seems (from the
footage) the leopard is around
threeyearsold.Wehaveputbaits
in the three cages and are regu-
larlymonitoring themovement
of theanimal.Wewill install two
more cages on Wednesday,”
NayyartoldTheIndianExpresson
Tuesday.

The company authorities
alertedtheforestdepartmentaf-

tertheleopardwascaughtbythe
CCTV cameras installed on its
premises Saturday. A forest de-
partment teamthat reached the
spot foundpugmarksof theani-
malnearahalf-constructedhos-
tel, an unused building, located
about 200metres away. Three
cages, camouflaged by trees
branches,10night-visionandmo-
tion-detectorcameraswerethen
set up in the area to detect the
movementoftheanimal,officials
added.

According to sources, there
was panic among residents of
nearby areas after the news of
leopard sighting spread. Fake
messages, forest officials said,
werealsocirculatedonsocialme-
dia groups about leopard sight-
ingsatMoraandotherneighbour-
ingvillagesinHazira.

“Therearetallbushesnearthe
half-constructedunusedbuilding,

so the leopard can easily hide
there...Weareputting all our ef-
forts to rescue the leopard.We
havetoldpeoplenottopanicand
nottospreadrumoursontheso-
cial media platforms,” Nayyar
said.

Duetoashortageofpreybase
in the forest areas, officials said,
wildanimalsoftenstray intohu-
manhabitatsinsearchoffoodand
water.Thesecarnivoreshideinthe
nearbysugarcanefieldsandhunt
domesticatedanimals,likecattle,
dogs, and hens. According to
Census 2016, there are over 25
leopardsinVansdaNationalPark
inDang.

Tostopthemigrationof leop-
ards and re-establish their prey
base in the forest area, a deer
breeding centrewas started at
VansdaNationalParkinDangdis-
tricta fewyearsagobythe forest
departmentwiththehelpofNGO

NatureClubSurat.ForestofficerD
NRabari said, “Todevelopaprey
base, we have started the deer
breeding centre. OnNovember
20, seven spotteddeer, agedbe-
tweenoneandtwoyears,werere-
leasedintotheforestareasof the
nationalpark.”Thereare34deer,
including spotteddeer and four-
hornedantelopes,atthecentre.

Krunal Trivedi, the in-charge
of the deer breeding centre and
Nature Clubmember, said, “We
startedthedeerbreedingcentrea
coupleof yearsago.Over the last
year,wehavereleased29deer,in-
cluding18four-hornedantelope,
intotheforestarea.Westartedby
bringing12deerfromtheKakaria
zoo in Ahmedabad. The deer
breeding project has been suc-
cessful in VansdaNational Park.
Wearenowplanningtobring12
more spotteddeer fromKakaria
zoonextmonth.”

Sivasankar, former
principalsecretaryto
CMPinarayiVijayan, is
currently lodgedina
jailafterbeingarrested
bytheEnforcement
Directorate

GOLDSMUGGLINGCASE

Customs
arrests Kerala
CM’s ex-secy
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Scare in Hazira after leopard sighting,
forest dept sets up cages to trap animal

The leopardwas firstcaughtonCCTVcameras installedonthepremisesof theAM/NS
CompanyonSaturday; itspugmarkswerespottednearanunoccupiedbuildingnearby.

Vadodara


