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New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal on Thursday
directed the environment
ministry and the Gujarat go-
vernment to recover fine
from violators responsible
for destruction of mangro-
ves in Kutch district.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice A K Go-
el noted that destruction of
mangroves took place but
violators were not identified
though the liability was of
the Deendayal Port Trust.

The amount to be recove-
red has also been quantified
along with the area where da-
mage took place, it noted.

“Let further steps be ta-
ken for enforcement of order
of this tribunal dated Sep-
tember 11, 2019. The amount
determined be recovered ex-
peditiously and restoration
work be executed which may
be overseen by a joint Com-
mittee comprising Forest De-
partment and Gujarat Coas-

tal Zone Management Autho-
rity,” the bench said.

Forest department will be
the nodal agency for compli-
ance, the NGT said while di-
recting the joint Committee
to ensure compliance of di-
rections, including stopping
and remedying violation of
Coastal Regulation Zone No-
tification, including any salt
manufacturing activity and
Forest Conservation Act,
1980.

“The joint Committee
may file a compliance report
with the Chief Secretary, Gu-
jarat within three months,”
the bench said.

The NGT had earlier so-
ught response from centre
and others on the allegation
that Deen Dayal Port Trust in
Kutch district was not execu-
ting the directions issued by
it to protect the mangroves in
its vicinity from destruction.

The tribunal was hearing
a plea filed by Kachch Camel
Breeders Association see-
king execution of September
11, 2019 order of the NGT.

“It has been submitted be-
fore us that none of the direc-
tion given in our judgment
dated September 11, 2019 has
been followed. Issue notices
to the respondents by registe-

red post /acknowledge-
ment,” the bench had said.

The petitioner associa-
tion had alleged rampant cle-
aring of the mangroves in
Nani Chirai and Moti Chirai
areas of Bhachau Taluka in
Kutch district by the Deen
Dayal Port Trust.

The destruction of mang-
roves not only violates the Fo-
rest Conservation Act, 1980
and Coastal Regulatory Zone
Notification, 2011, but also de-
prives the indigenous Kharai
camel species of its major fo-
od source, thereby affecting
the livelihoods of several
hundred camel breeders of
the region,” the petition had
said.

The petition, filed thro-
ugh advocate Sanjay Upadhy-
ay, claimed that the “inces-
sant destruction activities”
of the respondents have di-
minished the cover of sparse
mangroves found at the site
and destroyed the habitat of
the indigenous Kharai ca-
mels which has affected the
livelihood of villagers depen-
dent on the mangroves.

It said these activities car-
ried out by the DPT were wit-
hout any CRZ or forest clea-
rance which was causing ir-
reversible loss of mangroves
in the region. PTI

Forest Dept
To Be Nodal
Agency For
Compliance

Recover fine for mangrove
destruction in Kutch: NGT

Plea filed by Kachch Camel Breeders Association seeking execution
of September 11, 2019 order of the tribunal
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Surat: A 23-year-old unemployed civil engineer and his 25-ye-
ar-old friend were caught by police for allegedly selling charas
(hash) from a shop. The accused recently took the shop on rent
to carry out the illegal activity. 

The police nabbed Jigar Dholakia and his friend Parth Te-
jani, bothof Katargam for allegedly selling charas. The police
booked the accused under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances (NDPS) Act. The investigation has been han-
ded over to Lalgate police station. 

Following information, the police raided the shop in Vi-
malnath Arcade in Katargam on Thursday morning. During
the checking, the police found 2.379 kilogram charas worth Rs
2.37 lakh. 

“The accused had contacted some of their known persons
to sell charas. We suspect that they had brought a total of 2.500
kg charas of which some quantity has already been sold. We
are investigating to find out as to whom they had sold the cont-
raband,” said an official from Katargam police station. The
accused had gone to Himachal by bus to buy charas. Dholakia
told the police that he had completed civil engineering a year
ago and he had been unemployed since then. Parth had studi-
ed upto class XII and he had also been jobless since the lock-
down. Both had planned to sell charas to make fast bucks. TNN

Jobless engineer caught
selling charas in Surat

Vadodara: A man was booked at Navapu-
ra police station on Wednesday for chea-
ting three persons of Rs 7 lakh by promi-
sing them jobs and permit for working in
Canada.

Accused Rajendrakumar Prasad, a na-
tive of Nadiad, who has settled in Surat had
forged job offer letters and visa documents
to con Tushar Patel, Mittal Chavda and
Harsh Manohar. The trio, who live on RV
Desai Road, had contacted Prasad through
their friend Bhadresh Pandya, a resident
of Sama. 

After meeting in November last year,
Prasad had told them that he will charge Rs
7 lakh for everything and collected Rs 1.5
lakh in advance.

A few weeks later, Prasad sent a forged
appointment letter to the trio on WhatsApp
which they believed to be true and sent Rs
98,500 to him for visa procedures. On De-
cember 5, he sent photographs of visa to
them and took another Rs 4.5 lakh from the
victims. The accused also told the victims
that their air tickets have been booked. TNN

3 cheated with job
promise, 1 booked

Rajkot: A sub-inspector
with Kalavad taluka police
station was suspended after
his video showing him

using a seized
car of a boot-
legger went
viral on
Thursday. 

Bootleg-
ger Yuvraj-

sinh Jadeja (30), who was
caught along with a car, lod-
ged a complaint alleging
that S M Radadia, sub-in-
spector with Kalavad taluka
police station, had been ta-
king his seized car for the
personal use. 

“Radadia sends his fami-
ly members in my car and
many times I have seen him
using my car,” alleged Jade-
ja. 

On Thursday, Jadeja
caught his car on Kalavad-

Jamnagar Road. Jadeja was
driving in another car with
a woman advocate, Prabha. 

“I overtook the car and
made it stop. Then it was
Prabha who shot the video
of the car and started as-
king questions to Radadia’s
wife and gram rakshak dal
jawan Devji Devshi, who
was driving the car. While
Radadia’s wife evaded ques-
tions, Devshi admitted that
he drove the car at the in-
structions of Radadia,” said
Jadeja.

On August 6, Yuvrajsinh
along with his friend Nir-
malsinh Jadeja were caught
along with 120 bottles of In-
dian-made foreign liquor
(IMFL) using Yuvrajsinh’s
car. Yuvrajsinh was relea-
sed on a conditional bail, in-
structing him to pay atten-
dance at Kalavad taluka po-
lice station twice in a
month. 

“When I first went to the
police station, I did not see
my car. The cops at the sta-
tion also did not give me sa-
tisfactory answers which
raised my suspicion. I star-
ted keeping a watch on my
car. I found that Radadia and
his family members were
using my car with impunity. 

On Thursday, I caught
the car and got its video
shot. I have forwarded my
complaint to Jamnagar su-
perintendent of police,” sa-
id Yuvrajsinh. 

PSI suspended for using
bootlegger’s seized car 

The car allegedly used by the PSI
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Rajkot: Six persons, inclu-
ding a woman, were detained
on Thursday for allegedly
gang raping a 17-year-old girl
in Madhapar on the outskirts
of Bhuj. 

In the incident that took
place a fortnight ago, the sur-
vivor, who is a school drop-
out, was in love with one Su-
resh Bawaji, who is a labou-
rer. Her parents too work as
labourers. According to the
police, for the past 10 days, Ba-
waji had been out of station
and, hence, did not meet her. 

In the complaint the mi-
nor alleged that Bawaji too
had allegedly raped her on
the promise of marriage, a
month ago. After this, he
even stopped taking her
calls, she told the police. 

Cops said the four accu-
sed — Sultan Surangi, Sikan-

dar Mathada, Sultan Bafan
and their unidentified aide
— knew about the relations-
hip between Bawaji and the
survivor. 

“The accused contacted
the survivor and assured her
of arranging a meeting bet-
ween the duo. Surangi and

Mathada took her on a bike to
Madhapar, where Bafan and
the unidentified accused we-
re waiting. Then all the four
accused took turns to rape
the survivor,” said an official
from Bhuj B division police
station.

“Apart from the four accu-
sed, we've also booked Bawaji

as he is accused of raping the
survivor. We have also boo-
ked a woman named Jamila
Bhaya, a relative of one of the
rape accused, who had alle-
gedly threatened to kill the
survivor and her family
members if she complained
about the gang rape,” the offi-
cial added. 

Scared from the threat on
her life, the survivor did not
approach the police and went
to stay with her elder sister.
However, she returned home
on Monday and the accused
again demanded physical
gratification from her, when
she opened up about her or-
deal to her family members.
Following this, they lodged a
police complaint.

At present, the police ha-
ve detained the accused, who
will be formally arrested on-
ce they undergo Covid-19
test. 

Minor gang raped; six
including woman held
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Rajkot: Financial crisis due to
the lockdown drove a trader to
commit suicide at his residence
in Shastri Nagar of Gandhi-
gram locality in Rajkot on
Thursday morning. 

Police said Vishal Jogadia
(23) hanged himself to death
from the ceiling fan in the room
of his house. 

“Jogadia was into the busi-
ness of decoration of wedding
venues. The lockdown destroy-
ed his business. He had married
just before the lockdown. He

had been suffering from depres-
sion for the past few days. On
Thursday morning when Joga-
dia did not come out of his room,
his brother went to call him and
found his door locked. From the
window, he saw Jogadia’s body
hanging,” said an official from
Gandhigram police station. 

The police also found the su-
icide note left by Jogadia in
which he did not blame anyone
and said that he was taking the
drastic step of his own accord. 

Covid-battered
trader hangs to
death in Rajkot
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Rajkot: A gang of five sadhus
was busted on Thursday in Am-
reli for allegedly swindling of
cash and jewellery while perfor-
ming a tantrik ritual at the house
of the victim and duping him of
Rs 25 lakh. 

Police said the accused, Ruk-
hadnath Chauhan (25), Jan Nath
Padhiyar (30), Kavarnath Bhati
(35), Nareshnath Padhiyar (25)
and Ghasnath Padhiyar (35), we-
re arrested from Chital Road of
Amreli. 

The police seized Rs 7.85 lakh
cash and jewellery worth Rs 4.83
lakh and a car from the accused. 

According to the police, 10
months ago, Chauhan, Jan Nath
Padhiyar and Bhati had visited

the house of Jayenti Pipadia in
Pithadia village of Bagasara ta-
luka in Amreli district for beg-
ging. Introducing himself as
Vaghasia Bapu, Chauhan told
Pipadia that he had a spell of evil
in his house. Pipadia also got con-
vinced as his wife was suffering
from a mental disease, he had fi-
nancial trouble and there was no
peace in the house. 

“Chauhan got Pipadia to talk
to his so-called guru over the pho-
ne in Junagadh. Chauhan told
Pipadia that a tantrik ritual wo-
uld solve all his problems. Then
Chauhan called Pipadia to Than
near Chotila in Surendranagar.
During the ritual, Nareshnath
was present. Putting vermilion
in his mouth to show that he was
bleeding he started writhing in

pain. Then Chauhan told Pipa-
dia that the ritual had failed and
that he would have to perform
another ritual which was very
costly,” said R K Karamata, sub-
inspector with Amreli local cri-
me branch.

Chauhan then called Pipadia
at Dwarka and collected Rs 9
lakh cash and gold jewellery
worth Rs 80,000. Chauhan told
Pipadia that there was a black
magic performed on his farm
and asked him to sell the farm.
When Pipadia got Rs 15 lakh
from the sale of his farm, Chau-
han asked him to give him that
money in order to purify it with
ritual. When Pipadia gave him
the money at a temple in Kuwa-
dava locality of Rajkot, Chauhan
and the co-accused vanished.

Five sadhus held for `̀25L fraud
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Rajkot: Two loan sharks in
Amreli were arrested on
Thursday under the recent-
ly amended Prevention Of
Anti-Social Activities (PA-

SA) Act.
Amreli

local crime
branch
(LCB) in-
spector RK
Karamta sa-
id the arrests
of Premji
Bawishi (59)
and Jhilu
Bhutaiya
(40) were the
first in Guja-

rat under the amended Act.
The duo has been accused of
driving a man to suicide in
Mota Ankadia village of
Amreli taluka. 

Bawishi was sent to Sa-
barmati Central Jail while
Bhutaiya was sent to Vado-
dara Central Jail. 

Earlier, only bootlegging
and physical assault and
theft were covered under the
purview of PASA. Follo-
wing the amendments, usu-
ry, cyber crimes, gambling
and sexual offences have al-

so been included under the pur-
view of PASA.

Lakshmanpari Gosai (47)
had committed suicide by con-
suming pesticides at his resi-
dence after he could no longer
bear the harassment caused by
Bawishi and Bhutaiya, who
were hounding him for recove-
ry of their loan.

“After the amendment, we
made a proposal against Ba-
wishi and Bhutaiya and sent it
to the collector who issued a
warrant against them. They
were arrested and impriso-
ned,” said Karamta.

Amreli police make
first arrest under
new PASA Act
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Under the new ACT,
police made a
proposal against
accused and sent it
to the collector who
issued a warrant
against them

Rajkot: Two persons drowned in the river of Lakhabawal vil-
lage in Jamnagar taluka on Wednesday. While the firefighters
of Jamnagar fire brigade fished out the body of Abbas Samani
(19), the body of Haji Hussein Sumra (40) remained untracea-
ble. “When Samani accidentally slipped into the river and
started drowning, Sumra jumped into the river to save him.
However, both of them drowned,” said an official from Jamna-
gar Panchakoshi B division police station. TNN

Two drown in Jamnagar village river 

Man electrocuted: A man was
electrocuted in Khadvavadi
village of Jasdan taluka in Rajkot
on Wednesday. The deceased was
identified as Vijay Koli (26). TNN
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