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ITBP To Manage Rush Of Pilgrims At

Kedarnath; 28

Uttarakhand: Hindu pilgrims on their way to offer prayers at K

Tourists Dead So Far

dham Yatra, in Uttarakhand on friday, May 13, 2022. —IANS

edarnath

Temple during Char

Dehradun: After an un-
precedented number of
devotees turned up at the
Kedarnath Temple, one of
the Char Dhams in
Uttarakhand, the Indo-Ti-
betan Border Force (ITBP)
was deployed for crowd
management on Friday.

Since the yatra be-
gan, as many as 28 tour-
ists en route to Kedarnath
have died due to various
reasons.

On Thursday, a meet-
ing of the Uttarakhand
State government was
called over the huge in-
flux of touristsvisiting the
state for the yatra.

It was decided to de-
ploy the ITBP at the
Kedarnath for crowd man-
agement. National Disas-
ter Response Force
(NDRF) will also assist
temples in handling the
crowds. Vivek Kumar
Pandey, spokesperson of
the ITBP said that the
force has been deployed
for security and streamlin-
ing darshan at Kedarnath
Temple after ahugeinflux
of pilgrims.

"ITBP hasbeen man-
aging the heavy rush to
the Kedarnath temple and
the Kedarnath valley," he

yatris, he said.

"It's been a week
since the portals of the
temple were opened on
May 6, 2022, and more
than 1,30,000 pilgrims
have so far visited the
Kedarnath  Temple,"
Pandey added.

The ITBP has also
alerted its disaster man-
agement teamsin the area.
Medical teams with oxy-
gen cylinders have been
deployed at places and
with the help of state ad-
ministration, drills for
medical emergencies and
evacuation on require-
ments are being under-
taken.

At Badrinath Temple
also, ITBP teams have
been helping the temple
and civil administration
for smooth conduct of
darshan and management
of the rush of the pilgrims.
The Char DhamYatrathis
year has been witnessing
an unusual rush of pil-
grims as it has been
opened after two years
after thelifting of COVID
restrictions.

The Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) has
been  deployed on
Kedarnath temple pre-

temple. Besides, places
such as Sonprayag,
Ukhimath and Kedarnath
are bursting with devotees.
Being thefirst responder in
the Himalayan region, the
Force has deployed its se-
curity personnel along the
route to the Kedar valley
and on thetemple premises
on the request of the dis-
trict administration, the
ITBP PRO Vivek Pandey
said.

Apart from security,
crowd management be-
comes an important task
when the influx of the pil-
grimsis so huge, he added.

The Himalayan bor-
der guarding force hasalso
deployed its disaster man-
agement teams in the area
along with medical teams
with oxygen cylinders.
With the help of state ad-
ministration, drillsof medi-
cal emergencies and
evacuation on require-
ments are being under-
taken, Pandey added.

Therehavebeen some
incidents of stampedes at
religious placesin the past
and it has been noticed that
alarge number of pilgrims
have been visiting reli-
gious places after Covid-
induced lockdown almost
after two years, the offi-
ciasin the local civil ad-
ministration said.

The Kedarnath
templewas opened on May
6 and till now more than
one 1.30 lakh pilgrims
have already visited the
Kedarnath temple sofar. At
Badrinath temple also, the
ITBPteamshavebeen help-
ing the temple and civil
administration for smooth
conduct of 'darshan’ and
management of the rush of
the pilgrims.

The Char Dham
Yatra this year has been
witnessing unprecedented
rush of pilgrims as it has
been opened after two
years of Covid restric-
tions. —ANI/IANS
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Uttar akhand Govt To Hold Pre-Budget
ConsultationsWith Representative Groups

Dehradun: The Uttarakhand government will hold

pre-budget consultations w

ith representative groups

to taketheir suggestionsfor the state"s budget.Finance
Minister Premchand Aggarwal will hold a dialogue
with representative groups of Kumaon division at
Nainital Club on May 14 in the presence of Chief

Minister Pushkar Singh Dh

ami to take their sugges-

tions on welfare measures that can be made part of
the budget, officials said. Representative groups with
whom dialogues will be held include the Hotel and
Restaurant Association, the Tour Operator Associa-
tion, trade associations, State Infrastructure & In-
dustrial Development Corporation Uttarakhand Ltd
(SIDCUL) Association, the Dairy Federation, char-
tered accountants, mayors and gram panchayat heads,
they said. The 2022-23 budget will be tailored in
accordance with the expectations of people, they said.

International Nurses Day Celebrated At
College Of Nursing, AIIMS, Rishikesh

Rishikesh (The Hawk):
Nnternational Nurses Day
was celebrated at College
of nursing, AIIMS,
Rishikesh on 12th May,
2022 through online mode
via Google Mest.

Prof. (Dr.) Arvind
Rajwanshi, Director &
CEO, AIIMS, Rishikesh
congratulated nurses for
their immense contribution
in the health sector not
only in India but also
abroad. He paid his grati-
tude for the selfless care
rendered by the nurses and
requested them to keep up
the good work for their
countrymen. This was fol-
lowed by the humble ap-
preciation for nurses role
during corona pandemic
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Similar consultations will be held also for Garhwal
division, the officials said. Uttarakhand state's an-
nual budget is to be brought in the next session of
the state assembly. —PTI

by Prof.(Dr.) Manoj
Gupta, Dean (Academics).
He urged all to follow the
example of Florence
Nightingale and serve hu-
manity.

Prof. (Dr.) Smriti
Arora, Principal, College
of Nursing, delivered the
welcome address, she
emphasised that the con-

Midwifery, Centre for
Catalyzing Change (C3),
New Delhi. She focussed
on following ethics and
alsotold nursestotakecare
of themselves and avoid
burnout. Dr. Manju C
Pallam, Senior Lecturer,
Faculty of Health, Psy-
chology and Socia care,
Manchester, UK, empha-
sized on investing in Nurs-
ing Research. The
programme was attended
by around 300 student
nurses, Faculty members
(Ms. Xavier Belsiyal, Ms.
Malar Kodi, Dr. Rajesh
Kumar, Ms Rupinder
Deol, Dr. Rakesh Sharma,
Ms Prasuna Jelly, Ms.
Rakhi  Mishra, Ms
Rajarajeswari, Ms.
Ruchika Rani) and Tutors.
The faculty (Prof. Craig
Nuttall and Prof. Ryan)
and students of Brigham
Young University, USA
also participated in the

-

RN R N2 '\:
tribution of the frontline

warriors (nurses) was im-
measurable despite limited

resources like shortage of
staff and supplies.

The Theme- ‘Nurses
A Voice to Lead: Invest in
Nursing and Respect
Rights to Secure Global
Health’, was unfolded by
Dr. Leila Varkey, Lead

program. Student nurses
also participated in Stone
Painting & Essay Writing
Competition, the prize
winners were felicitated.
Vote of Thanks was delib-
erated by Mrs. Maarkodi
(Assistant Professor).

Earthquake Of Magnitude 4.6 Hits
Uttarakhand's Pithoragarh

Pithoragarh: An earthquake measuring 4.6 on the Richter scale hit Uttarakhand's
Pithoragarh on Wednesday morning, the National Center for Seismology (NCS)
informed. According to NCS, the tremors of the earthquake had a depth of five
kilometres at 20 kilometres northeast of Pithoragarh.

"Earthquake of Magnitude: 4.6, Occurred on 11-05-2022, 10:03:09 IST, Lat:
29.73 & Long: 80.34, Depth: 5 Km, Location: 20 km NE of Pithoragarh,
Uttarakhand, India," NCS said in a tweet. No casualties have been reported so far.

Further details are awaited.

—ANI
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